


7. Description 

C: ndition 2 Check one Check one 
-excellent -deteriorated - unaltered original site 

- - good - ruins - X altered -moved date N/A 
- fair - unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 
SUMMARY DESCRLPTION 

Inglewood i s  one of the f inest  double-pile Georgian farmhouses in Roclcingham Caunty 
in the Valley of Virginia. This stylish type of plan, which ref lects  the contributions 
of Ekglish se t t l e r s  into the r ich architectural vocabulary of the Shenandoah Valley, did 
not becane established i n t h e  Valley un t i l  the mid-19th century. The formal brick 
dwelling, with i t s  carefully landscaped and manicured lawns, i s  picturesquely si ted 
on a hi l l top overlooking the Blue Ridge Nnmtains. 

The present dwelling is canposed of a mid-19th-century Georgian house and a l a te r ,  
19th-century lateral  brick extension. The original five-bay, Flemish-band facade, 
pierced by 916 sash, has been rather d e s t l y  finished around the entrance with a 
transom and sidelights, framed by molded trim w i t h  plain blocks. A three-bay, sirgle- 
story Greek Revival portico with wooden calm highlights th is  entrance. The back and 
side walls have been constructed of six-course American bond. kame cornices currently 
adorn both front and back walls, but structural evidence suggests the presence of a more 
elaborate, layered brick cornice as found on the briclc extension. Built of eGht-course 
Anxican bond with Flemish variant, this  addition contains a single r m  on each floor. 
The front transom-lighted entrance has also been articulated by mlded trim with plain 
comer blocks. 

The interior  displays a blend of l a te  Federal and Greek Revival detailing. Deli- 
cately turned newels, carved stair brackets, and square balusters adorn the single-run 
stairwell. ' h e  original mantels i n  the second-floor roans are canposed of sl ightly 
or ful ly projecting pilasters,  blocky i n  proportion, supporting plain paneled friezes 
and narrow shelves. A variety of door and window finish remiins throughout the house, 
from molded trim with carved blocks t o  architrave frames, employing Greek Xevival 
profiles . 

J a t e r  in the 19th century, the garret was rgnodeled into two additional bedrooms 
divided by a central hall  a t  the top of the s ta i r s .  The par t ia l  cel lar  .under the 
original east  r o m  provides storage space, but there i s  no evidence of a fireplace 
i n  either of these roans. 

The present owner has made several changes to  Inglewwd during the restoration 
work in  the l a t e  1940s. The mst notable additions are three early 19th-century mantels 
installed from the Roller house, n m  part ial ly razed, in Harrisonburg. The exaggerated, 
heavily carved detailing, with popular Federal and unusual local motifs, i l lus t ra tes  
the rich Valley interpretations of pattern book designs. The partition between the 
f irst-f loor west rooms has been removed to  create a double-parlor which highlights two 
of these decorative, regionalmantels. A second partition, added la ter  to  create a 
small entrance foyer off the front (south) door, has also been remared. The northeast 
room of the main house had been converted into a kitchen before the Weavers acquired 
the property, but th is  has since been ramdeled into a modern kitchen. The large ad- 
jacent east roan i n  the addition has been divided to create a bathroam, back stairwell, 
and front ha l l  t o  the west and a large s i t t ing  roan to  the east. The original Greek 
architrave trim was copied in the new woodwork. Mrs. Weaver has added another elaborately 
carved Valley mantel i n  th is  rm.  

(See Continuation Sheet ill) 



8. Significance 

Period 
- prehistoric 
- 1400-1499 
- 1500-1 599 
- 1600-1 699 
- 1700-1799 
2 1800-1899 
- 1900- 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
- archeology-prehistoric - community planning - landscape architecture- religion 
- archeology-historic conservation - law - science 

agriculture -economics - literature -sculpture 
2 architecture - education -military - social1 
- ark - engineering music humanitarian 
- commerce - explorationlsettlement philosophy -theater 
- communications - industry - politicslgovernment -transportation 

- invention - other (specify) 

Specific dates 1849-51 BuitderlArchitect N/A 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

s m m m  OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Sited on a beaut ihl ly  landscaped hil l top overlooking the c i ty  of Harrisonburg, 
Ingla~ood i s  a f ine  example of a mid- t o  l a te  1 9 t h - c e n w  farm cchnplex which has 
associations with sane of Rockingham County's leading families. Robert Gray, who 
purchased the land on which it stands i n  1818, had the double-pile Georgian mansion 
house constructed between 1849 and 1851 for his son, Douglas. The fashionable dwellivg 
and acccmpanying farm buildings are distinguished ra-tinders of the prosperous a g i -  
cultural society that was typical of the mid-Shenandoah Valley region i n  the 19th 
century. Threatened by the intrusion of industry into the area, the property with i t s  
buildings preserves a conspicuous historic and scenic backdrop for the north side of 
Harrisonburg . 

H I 5 T O R I W  BACKGROUND 

Inglewood stands on one of the more s t r i k m  elevated s i t e s  i n  the mid-Shenandoah 
Valley. The land was purchased i n  1813 by Robert Gray, a prcwinent Harrisonburg lawyer 
and fanner. Gray was responsible for  several other houses in the area including his 
rn hme, Collicello, and H i l l  Top bui l t  for  another son, neither of which survive. 
Presmably on the occasion of his younger son Emglas's mrriage to  Isabella Pinckney, 
Robert Gray bui l t  Inglewood ca. 1849-51. Miss Pinckney was the daughter of IJilliam 
Pinckney, the pruninent Maryland lawyer whom President Thanas Jefferson dispatched as  
special envoy to  London t o  join Jarnes Monroe i n  negotiating a treaty with Great B r i t a i n  
i n  1806. The younger Gray and his f m i l y  lived a t  Inglewood un t i l  1857 when they sold 
the property t o  A.B. Irick. 

In 1876 Inglewood was purchased by Gen. J0.m E. Roller for his mther  and father. 
General h l l e r ,  CSA, represated Rockinghan County i n  the Senate of Virginia from 
1869 to 1573, served as major general of the Virginia mili t ia ,  and founded the Augusta 
Military Academy (National Register of Historic Places, 1982). General Roller continued 
t o  l ive  a t  hglewood af ter  h i s  parents' deaths un t i l  h i s  own demise i n  1932. His 
daughter, Lucy, resided a t  Irglewood un t i l  conveying it  t o  James Madison and Margaret 
Grattan Weaver, the present mers ,in 1944. 
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10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property acres 
Quadrangle name HarTis*UT6* Va. Quadrangle scale 1: 24000 
UTM References 
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. . .  
k l s t  a l l  s ta tes  and count ies for properi ies overlapping state or county boundaries(Sf?e COntinuati~n Sheet 

state N/A code county 14/A code 

state N/A code county N/A code 

1 1. Form Prepared By 

nameltit~e Virginia Historic Landmarks Division Staff 

Virginia FJistoric L a n k k s  Division date October 1982 

street & number 221 Street teleohone (804) 786-3144 

clty or town R i c b n d  state Virginia 23219 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property witkin the state is: 

-national -. state 2 local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
665). 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the Natio al Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and ~rocedures set forth by the Nat id' nal  Park Sewice. - 

date A p r i l  16, 1985 
- - -- -- -- - - - - 

For NPS use only 
I hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register 

Keeper of the National Register 

Attest: date 

Chief of Registration 



NPS F m  lC-WOI OMB NO.1024-W18 
Wl Exp. ul-31-64 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

- National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory-Nomination Form 
~ ~ ~ O O D ,  RaCKjIGHKbl C O W ,  VA 
Continuation sheet 81 Item number 7, 9 

7. DESCRIPTION--Architectural Analysis 

A f u l l  canplement of outbuildings and fann buildings c q l e t e  the farmstead. The 
two-story, three-bay rectangular f r m  cabin, reportedly used a s  a schoolhouse, has 
been extensively ranodeled into a dwelling. The recent west l a te ra l  extension, en- 
closing the stone portion of the end chimney, houses another Valley mantelmaved to 
Inglewood f r m  Harrisonbmg. ?he mid- to  l a te  19th-century creamery displays the 
two-level outbuilding form with overhang c d y  f m d  in the Valley. A hand-dug 
stone w e l l  raFains conveniently located a t  the west end of this  building. A wrought- 
iron fence behind the house and white picket fence t o  the sides help enclose t h e  
dawstic yard. 'Pwo frame barns, both frcm the very early 20th century, and a low 
limestone wall enclose the farmyard northwest of the farm. While the north by? 
i l lus t ra tes  the traditional Valley bark barn form, the gmbrel roof '??og barn, adorned 
here with cupolas and d i m d  windows, reflects the more progressive barn designs 
popularized through agricultural l i terature i n  the early 20th century. 
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA--Verbal Boundary Description/Boundary Justification 

Justification: The bounds have been drawn to  include a small portion of the ydary- 
50-acre rarm ; to  encanpass the main house, dnmestic outbuild , dairy and bank Y barns, and the barnyard enclosed by the stone wall; ancl to  excl e the 20th-century tenant 

ho.use located about 125 yards southeast of the main house.The 44-acre t rac t  nominated con- 
~ 1 s t ~  of two parcels of land purchased solely by &s. Weaver in recent years t o  help pro- 
tect  the rural ciaracter of the farmstead. 

J 

Verbal Boundary descri-2tion (continued) 
roau; thence about 500' SSET to  fence line; thence about 200' ESE alorg fence line; thence 
continuing &out 975' SSE along fence l ine to  the point of intersection with two other 
fences; thence about 3250' Nw to  E side of VA 753; thence about 550' NE along said side 
to  point of origin. 
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